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Cost of Living 
 

Apartments in Munich typically cost 12€ to 16€ rent per square meter per month. 
 
Here are the prices according to the type of accommodation: 
 
Number of bed apartments m 2 Range of prices  
1 bed apartments 30m2 600€ - 1,500€ 
2 bed apartments 50m2 1,400€ - 2,500€ 
3 bed apartments 100m2 1,200€ - 2,900€ 

 
You can find below the different suburbs of Munich with a little description: 
 

• Center (Altstadt, Isarvorstadt, Lehel): very touristic and lively. For that reason, the 

center is quite expensive but there are a lot of rental options there. 

• East Center (Bogenhausen, Haidhausen, Giesing, Harlaching): embassys and 

institutions area where the rent is high. The Isar and Englishgarten are close: this area 

is privileged and very peaceful. 

• West Center (Westpark, Hadern, FEstenried): residential and suburb, lots of houses 

and proximity to a large park.  

• North (Neuhausen Olympiapark, Schwabing): Lively surburb because of the proximity 

to the Olympic Park and its shopping mall O.E.Z. There are a lot of concerts and sporting 

events in this area. 

• South (Westend, Sendling, Obersendling, Forstenried, Thalkirchen): green and 

peaceful surburb. You can do a lot of walking due to the proximity to the forest.  

• East (Neuperlach, Waldperlach, Waldtrudering): residential suburb. Here you can find 

a huge shopping mall (P.E.P) and plenty of companies are situated in this area. 

• West (Pasing, Laim): urban area, lots of apartments. You can find plenty of shops and 

public transport is well-connected. 

  



 

  
 
 

General cost of living 
 

Restaurant prices € Average of prices 
in supermarket 

€ Utilities monthly € 

Meal (inexpensive 
Restaurant): 

12 Milk (1 litre) 0.84 Basic (Electricity, 
Heating, Water, Garbage) 
for 85m2 Apartment 

209.06 

Domestic Beer (0.5 litre 
draught) 

3.80 Bread for 2 
people for 1 day 

1.43 1 min. of Prepaid Mobile 
Tariff Local (No 
Discounts or Plans) 

0.09 

Coke/Pepsi (0.33 litre 
bottle) 

2.67 Eggs (12) 1.71 Internet (60 Mbps, 
Unlimited Data, 
Cable/ADSL) 

30.91 

Water (0.33 litre bottle) 1.94 Chicken Breast 
(1kg) 

7.73   

Cappuccino (regular) 2.08 Domestic Beer 
(0.5 litre bottle) 

0.84   

Estate Agents and renting process 
 
 

In order to help you in your research, here are 3 estate agents which can orientate you to find 

the best property to rent or to buy:  

 
Mr.Lodge: this estate agency offers you furnished apartments & houses to rent until 36 months, 

either three years. 

         http://www.mrlodge.com/ 

You can view all the accommodations online with the “simply 

view” function. 

For 1 room: prices begin from 900€ 

For 2 rooms: prices begin from 1,400€ 

For 3 rooms: prices begin from 1,800€ 

For 4 rooms prices begin from 1,900€ 

 
 



 

  
 
 

HomeCompany Munich: this agency is probably the most experienced agency in Munich. Here 

you can find a wide range of furnished accommodation offers for long term and for short-term 

rental (there is a minimum of one month applies).  

http://muenchen.homecompany.de/ 

 

Usually, the prices are:  

For 1 room: prices begin from 700€ 

For 2 rooms: prices begin from 1,200€     

For 3 rooms: prices begin from 2,000€ 

 
Liz Frey Relocation is an excellent service provider for furnished accommodation in Munich. 

This company belongs to the top five furnished accommodation companies in Munich. 

Accommodations are generally in the city center of Munich or near to, so prices are higher than 

the estate agencies above. 

http://www.lizfrey-relocation.com/en/    

Usually, the prices are:  

For 1 room: prices begin from 1,600€ 

For 2 rooms: prices begin from 1,800€ 

For 3 rooms: prices begin from 2000€ 

 
However, if you want to search by your own, there are several websites where you could find 

properties, without estate agencies:  

 
Ø Immobiliens Scout 24 : http://www.immobilienscout24.de/ 

 
Ø Immonet: http://www.immonet.de/  

 
Ø Immowelt: http://www.immowelt.de/  

 
Ø Immostreet: http://en.immostreet.com/germany/munchen-501694  

 
 

  



 

  
 
 

Local travel costs 
 

Munich has a huge transport system: it would be simple for you to travel across the city. You 

can circulate by Underground (U-Bahn), Suburban trains (S-Bahn), Buses and Trams. 

The main station in Munich is Munich Central Station. 

 
Here are the usual prices for the train, tube, bus and trams: 

 Area one 
way 

Day-
Ticket 

Comments 

Train  

Tube  

Bus 

Trams  

Inner district 
(Innenraum) 

2.80€ 6,70€ Enough to explore the city 

Inner district 
(Innenraum) 3 Day card 

     - 16,80€ Good deal to explore the city 
for few times 

Outer district 
(Außenraum) 

2.60€ 6,70€ Does not cover the city center 

Munich XXL (München 
XXL) 

5.20€ 8,90€ You can go to suburban 
destinations 

Entire network 
(Gesamtnetz) 

10.00€ 13,00€ This ticket could be used 
from/to the airport 

 

Whether you want to subscribe to a weekly/monthly/annual pass, you can get the Isarcard: 

the cost is between 15€ (2 zones crossed) and 63€ (16 zones crossed) for the week and 

between 55€ (2 zones crossed) and 220€ (16 zones crossed) for one month. 

 

Important: you can use all these transport options thanks to one ticket - you do not need to 

buy a different one if you travel by bus, train or tram for 3 hours. 

 

 Area 
Per 

km 

For 

1 hour 

Taxi Entire city 1.90€ 28€ 

 
  



 

  
 
 

Taxes in Germany 
 

Expatriates living in Germany can be subject to German taxes, knowing that the German tax 
system is similar to the structures in other western countries.  

Individual Income Taxes  

Single person Married person 

Less than 9,000€  

= TAX FREE  

Less than 18,000€ for a married couple = 
TAX FREE 

Up to 52,881€ 

= from 14 to 42% of tax  

Up to 105,762€  

= from 14% to 42% of tax  

From 52,882€ up to 250,730€ 

= 42% of tax 

From 105,764€ to 501,460€ 

= 42% of tax  

Over the amount above 

= 45% of tax  

Over the amount above 

= 45% of tax 

 

In addition to those individual Income Taxes, there is a solidarity surcharge of 5.5% of the tax 
in order to cover the costs of integrating the states of the former East Germany. 
 

Important: Deductions  
As in many other countries, Germany allows a variety of deductions that can lower taxable 
income. Deductions are taking into account for circumstances such as children under 18 (or 
under 27 if still attending school without earnings), charitable and political contributions to 
Germany. 
 
Deductions from compensation are also made for four social programs: 
- Retirement 
- Unemployment 
- Health insurance 
- Long-term nursing care 
  



 

  
 
 

Visa process 
 

There are 2 ways to get a Visa according the country you come from:  
 

 Who are concerned?  Do you need a Visa?  
“Privileged” Nationals Citizens of Australia, Canada, 

Israel, Japan, New Zealand, 
South Korea, and the US  
 

They can:  
- enter the country 
without a visa  
- apply for a combined 
work and residence 
permit at the local Alien 
Department within 90 
days. 
 

Third-Country Nationals Other non-European countries 
/ outside the EU/EFTA 

Need a D visa for 
employment if they have 
found a job 

 
Important: non-EU nationals with vocational training and work experience in selected skilled 

jobs, as mechatronics, plumbing and sanitation, or healthcare have a better chance to get a work 

permit. 

For any further information, ask the German Embassy of your country. Make sure to apply 

well in advance! (around 2/3 months before your departure) 

What is required to obtain these visas? 

Registration (Anmeldung) 

After your arrival in Germany, you first need to register at any town hall in Hamburg. 

Everybody – including EU nationals and German residents – needs one! 

Residence & Work Permit (Aufenthaltserlaubnis & Arbeitserlaubnis ) 

You have to go to the foreign office (Auslaenderbehoerde) where you will have to present 

yourself with the following documents in order to apply for a residence permit: 

• A copy of the town hall registration 
form 

• Your passport  
• Two biometric passport pictures 

(according to the American standard) 
• A completed and signed application 

form 
• From your employer: work contract or 

letter stating your net income, job 
description and health insurance 
details  

• Your CV and copy of your diploma 

• Original marriage certificate (if you 
are married) 

• A copy of the rental contract 
• Birth certificates or children's 

passports (if you bring children along) 
• Fee: €100 per adult / €50 per child 

(subject to change) 

 



 

 

Health care costs 
 
Munich has a number of excellent medical facilities, suitable for local but also expatriate. 

Having medical insurance is mandatory by the law, so you absolutely need to get one. 

The health care insurance mainly depends of your income:  

 
If you earn less than 3.937, 5 euros brut per month: you can get a public Healthcare System 

called “gesetzliche Krankenkasse”. 85% of local people got this type of medical insurance. 

 
If you earn more than 3.937, 5 euros brut per month: high-income employees, civil servants 

and many self-employed people get this “private Krankenkasse” which allow to have an  

extensive healthcare service including private hospitals, glasses, contact eyes, etc… 

 
You can find below the Emergency 
Services:  
 

§ 110 (police) 
§ 112 (fire) 
§ 112 (ambulance) 
§ 01805 - 19 12 12 (doctor for public 

healthcare patients) 
§ 01805 - 30 45 05 (doctor for 

private healthcare patients) 
 
Public Hospitals - Munich’s largest 
hospitals are as follows:  
 

§ Munich University Hospital 
(KUM) 

§ University Hospital Rechts der Isar 
§ Klinikum Dritter Orden 
§ Klinikum Harlaching 
§ Klinikum Schwabing 
§ Diagnoseklinik München 

 



 

  
 
 

Schools 
 
We suggest you some schools for each step of your child’s education in Munich:  
 

Ø Kindergarten 

Maria-heimsuchung: http://www.maria-heimsuchung.de/ 

Kindergarten und Kinderkrippe LilaLupi: http://kindergarten-lilalupi.de/ 

Treehouse: http://www.treehouse-kids.de/ 

Ø Primary school (Grundschule) 

Grundschule an der Burmesterstraße: http://www.burmester.musin.de/ 

Isar-Grundschule: http://www.schulverbund.de/Isar-Grundschule.html 

Grundschule an der Dachauer Straße 98 : http://www.gsdachauer.musin.de/ 

Ø Secondary school (Gymnasium): 

Gisela-Gymnasium: http://www.giselagym.musin.de/index.php 

Maria-Theresia-Gymnasium: http://www.mtg.musin.de/cms3/ 

Luitpold Gymnasium: http://www.luitpold-gymnasium.de/ 

Ø College  

LMU Munich: http://www.en.uni-muenchen.de/index.html 

European Business College Munich: http://munich.euruni.edu/ 

Munich Business School: http://www.munich-business-school.de/ 

  



 

  
 
 

Language courses 
 

 
Here are 2 language courses where you could have relevant German courses for you and your 

family: 

 
Ø ASL International Language School 

http://www.aslsprachen.de/english/index.htm     

Tel:+49-89-332825 Mail: info@aslsprachen.de 

You have the choice between several choices:  

 

Option of courses  Prices  
Intensive courses  1 week 150€ 

4 weeks 540€ 
8 weeks 880€ 
additional week  120 €     

Evening courses  320€ 10 weeks 
175€ 5 weeks 

 
 

Ø FOKUS Munich 

www.fokus-deutschkurse.de 

Brienner Straße 48 

80333 München (Altstadt / City center) 

Tel: +49 (0) 89 452133610 Mail: info.muenchen@fokussprachen.com 

 
Option of courses  Prices  
Intensive courses  4 weeks 680 €    
Evening courses  2 days a week for 3 months 580 €    

 
 
Advice: Other good alternatives are to watch television, listen to the radio, try to 

read newspapers, buy some books with German on one page and English on the other. 

  



 

  
 
 

Local attractions 
 

Munich is an amazing city to enjoy local attractions. Here you can find a few things to see 

and do when you are in the city:  

 
• Marienplatz: Marienplatz is a square in the center of Munich, where you can explore 

the old buildings and beautiful churches. Here you can find the Munich City Hall.  

• Cathedral of Our Blessed Lady, Frauenkirche: it is the largest church in this city, 

capable to accommodate up to 20,000 people. You can also have one of the most 

beautiful view of Munich and the Alps if you climb the stairs.  

• Museums: Munich offers unique ensemble of three museums highlighting a different 

period in European art: 

o The Alte Pinakothek is one of the oldest art galleries in the world which 

recovers more than 800 works from medieval Europe to the end of the Rococo. 

You can see one of the largest collections of Rubens here. 

o The Pinakothek der Moderne is a modern art museum and the largest art 

spotlight of the 20th century in Germany. 

o German Museum: it is one of the largest museums of science and technology 

in the world. 

• Residence Palace of Munich: This palace created in 1385 is one of the best interior 

decoration museums in Europe and has a huge and amazing garden. The museum itself 

is composed of 130 rooms with antique furniture, art, porcelain from the Renaissance, 

Baroque, Rococo, and neoclassical era. 

• English Garden: it is the largest park in Munich situated next to the Residence Palace 

in Munich. You can rent a rowboat, walk in the forest, visit one of the traditional beer 

garden, or surf in the currents of the Strait of Malacca called Eisbach. 

• Munich Olympic Stadium: This is the site of the Olympics in 1972, in its time it was 

a revolutionary and futuristic design. 

• Viktualienmarkt is a daily market of Munich near the Marienplatz where you can 

enjoy a wide variety of fresh foods and local foods. 
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